My Family and how I fou nd it 


R.K.Warner 


Copies to 
My sister Pam 

Mums cousin Jean with thanks for the help 

2 copies 1 for correcting my errors 

Edward Pams eldest 
who has expressed an interpsf. 

Me 

Partial conies to 
John Warner /Warner;Tavlor 
Margaret/Irvin: Crawley 

Joan/ Irvin Crawlev 
Annett/Warner Taylor 

Sandra /Warner Tavlor 


Note If recipients fin d or have more data please let me have a copy so 
that I can update the files a n d make this a better record . Of ordinary 
people living ordinary lives heroically. 
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Introduction 

Investigation of mv Ancestry. 


This is relc. ant to Pam my sister also to Rita and John my cousins and their children 
My mothers cousins Jean and Denis and her brothers children. Tony Joan Margaret 
Lesley and Keith. 

W Lai 1 have tound can be checked on the Ancesters.com web site it works up to The 
1901 census and can be justified as such I will handle 1901 on separately later. 

It sta; lcl. w ith my cousin Rita looking through an old birthday book with lists of 
peoples birthdays. It involves several Lines of investigation. The information we 
started with was derived from Family myth The birthday book some notes written by 
my Father some notes from Aunty Ada’s birthday book and address book. I followed 
this up with investigating Information available from the National Archive. There are 
still gaps and there probably always will be. Having struggled with the Irvine line in 
the census records I had to ask for help from Mums cousin Jean. This version of the 
record. I have removed My fathers side of the family. Was made possible only by the 
information provided by Jean. 

The investigation is limited by the snap shot nature of the census records and the fact 
that they are not opened up till 100 years after the record was made. However thanks 

must be made to ancestry .com for making them available they are an excellent 
resource. 

The other limitation is how much you and helpers have picked up of the whispers that 
go round families. Both Parents dead Aunts Uncles Gran parents rally round and look 
after one another and the children. The modem Social system may be more certain but 
it isn t as human and it dosn’t provide the discipline that the older Family based 
system provided. Though I would never want to see the work house back 


Ajwdata that needs to be treated with care is imrWHtwl 
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Mums Family Joan Warner. 


Mums Dads family are protestant her father was a member of the Orange lodge if you 
wanted to work in ship building on the west coast you had to be to get regular work. 
This was true in Glasgow and Belfast as well as Barrow and Birkenhead." 

How ever there was always intermarriage. 

I have written to Jean and she has come back with some very useful information 
which makes sense of some of my previous searches. Now 1 have the hint of where to 
look. 

My Mum Joan (Irvine)Warners Family are from Cheshire and Lancashire. My 
mothers mother my Grand mother was Hannah Crawley. Hannah died when mum was 
a girl. The Crawleys were as far as Mum understood from Birkenhead. 

Her Father was John Irvine. John was an Iron Driller he was bom in Barrow in 
Furness. The only person that I could call on for help from that side of the family is 
Mums cousin Jean. 



Jack Bess and Tom 


What did 1 know Mum had three brothers Tom Jack and Gordon These were Jacks 
children 

Aunty Bess had one Daughter Jean 

Uncle tom had 5 sons 

Mags Mums grans adopted daughter 

9 

I had run several searches on Irvine Barrow this had picked up on several lines to 
investigate but my knowledge was insufficient to identify which family I was looking 












I wrote to Jean to see if she could help as she is the only one I know who is still alive. 

Jeans Notes 

Jean wrote back with masses of useful information. And will ask Denis who is also 
still alive and the last of Tommys boys. Jean and Denis were the youngest of their 
generation. 

Jean and mums Grandfathers name was Thomas not a surprise there is a Thomas in 
the Following generations. Grandmas name is Jane. Heap. Once again no surprise 
Jane jean Joan all derivatives. Thomas had a brother Charlie. Their first Daughter 
Margaret died young as a result of her long dress catching fire from the wash boiler 
fire while she was in service at Ford hall Ulverstone when she was 21. Hense Jackies 
aversion to girls going into service and mums care when Pam was a little girl with the 
fire and night dresses. 

No mirrors over the fire. 

from this I can identify one of the house holds that corresponds to the information. 
No 7 Vernon St. 


Thomas 

38 

rolled iron labourer 

bom 

Ireland 

Jane 

34 


bom 

Preston Lancs?? 

Margaret 

7 

scholar 

bom 

Lancs Barrow 

John 

1 


born 

Lancs Barrow 

Charlie 

35 

Rolled iron Labourer 

bom 

Ireland 

Isabel Hine 

17 

Servant 

bom 

Westmorland Kendal 


Next search should try to identify where Jane bom. Jean says some were near 
Manchester I cannot read the image I have. 

Jean has a Sampler made by a little girl who was 10 in 1826 so bom 1816 Whose 
name is Huddleston. This little girl would have been 41 when Jane was bom she could 
have been her mother or Grandmother. In 1841 she would have been 25. Probably 
married? These things are important because they show that people could read and 
write their own names and where they lived and understood the date all Sunday 
school taught things.She lived at Cark in Cartmel between Barrow and Grange over 
sands.. When Jean asked about the little girl who made it all she was told was it was 
made by a relative. An infuriating answer to any inquiring child of what ever age. 


According to Jeans letter. 

Jane had Three, siblings 
Margaret, Polly. And John 

This almost provides me with what in IT we called a check sum. A means of checking 
the validity of the data available. 
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The Lancashire link 



Isabell Hine Polly (Mary) Margaret Jane 


I had run searches on the Irvine name on the 1901 and 1891 censuses I was getting 
several hits on John rrvine, but non rang true. 

My Grand Father Johns mother was Jane Heap. Jane had several siblings Margaret 
Polly (Mary),Ellen and John. His Father was Thomas Inane and he had come to 
Barrow for work with his brother Charlie from Ulster. Johns Brother Tom had been to 
Ireland to try to find some more about the family with his son Tom, but had run into a 
brick wall, records had been destroyed in the troubles 

From this I was able to Identify the record on the 1891 census that fitted with the 
known facts eg Tommy Jane John and Margaret. Yes we knew that John had siblings 
Tom and Bess and that Jane had also raised Maggs but we also knew that Maggs was 
adopted. It appears that Margaret was Janes first child and had been burned to death in 
an accident when in service At age 21 at Ford Park Ulverstone. Her long Skirt caught 
in the fire under the wash boiler in the kitchen. 

So we had identified that they were living in Vernon St in 1891 With two borders 
Charlie Tommies brother and a girl in service Isabel Hine who was 17. Maggi was 7 
John 1 the record implied that Jane was 37 and Tommy the same age with Charlie 
being 34. This rings true for Tommy and Charlie but not for Jane to have a first child 
at 30 in the 1880s is not what you expect to see. 

With two men working and a lodger Isabel they are secure but not wealthy. The men 
are listed as Rolled iron Labourers heavy dangerous work. 

I now needed to find Tommy and Jane’s marriage date. By luck 1 found A Thomas 
Irvin bom Ireland and a Jane Heaps bom Preston got married 4 th Quarter 1880. To be 
clever I ran a census search on Jane Heaps on the 1871 census and up pops all Jane’s 
Known siblings Ellen bom 1857 Jane bom 1859, Margaret bom 1865. Mary (Polly) 
bom 1867 no John was he the baby of the family?. This looks like a good hit it also 
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Identifies that Jane was bora in Preston in 1859 not 1854. Her Mum and Dad were 
also bom in Preston. Mum is Sarah Dad is John they were both born on and about 
1836 so are not registered on the BDM index as this did not start till 1837 But their 
marriage would have been. As it would have been about 1856-7. 

A search on the marriage register show them to have married very young in 1855. A 
search on John Heaps bom Preston 1836 on the 1861 census brings' up John and Sarah 
with Ellen and Jane living in Preston with several borders Ellinor Brockbank born 
Cark in Cartmel in 1816 with several children. This is getting interesting is Ellinor 
Sarahs Mum? Is Ellinor (Ellen) our little girl who made the sampler ?. The spellings 
are all over the place I may be bad at spelling but some of the clerks who wrote these 
records are worse. 

How can we prove any of this Search for Sarah Brockbank on the 1851 census. Up 
she pops. With her siblings Margaret bom 1844, Joseph bom 1942, John bora 1846 
James born 1840 and her mum Ellinor born Cark Lane's 1816 also her Dad James 
bom 1813 Pennington Preston. Yes Ellen is Sarahs Mum and yes I t hink she is the 
little girl who made the sampler though I cannot at this distance in time prove it 
Though it would be natural for Jane to keep her Grans sampler as she had lived with 
Gran a keep sake it being precious to her mother would have made it precious to 
Aunty Bess and then Jean,. A Small girls sewing exercise saved and stored for nearly 
two hundred years. That's real history. Monetary value little, real value in the female 
line of a family incalculable. A bit like some of my wood working saws inherited 
from Sam Brett Aunty Ada’s Husbands Uncle and at least 4 generations years old but 
■ only of value to another craftsman who knows their history. 

I have now traced the family back to 1815 identified the little girl she is Jean and my 
mums great great grandma a very nice ending to the researchable line. But no we 
haven’t traced James Grand parents can I do this one as well. 

I searched on John Heaps in the 1851 census John will be about 15 or 16 He pops up 
with a brother William bom 1833 he is 18 and his mother Man- (Polly) bom in 
Preston in 1801. Father listed? 1 ran the same search on the 1841 census and William 
and John both appear with their Father David bom 1806 in Preston but no mum? Is 
Maiv a Step Mum ? 1 do not know and its getting a very long time ago. The censuses 
are every 10 years I can probably get a marriage search on David if this is a 
remarriage ,but I do not have much confidence. We are at the end of the paper trail. 1 
have found little to be ashamed of mostly its people you would be proud to live near 
and to work with to have as relatives. 
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The Ulster link 

The records for Ireland are at present fragmentary. So we will have to use the story in 
the family. The Family story is that the Irvin’s were friends of the King of Scotland 
James the 1 (6)and that when he became King of England he gave his friends large 
parcels of land in Ireland Not that much is remaining at our family level. Not quite as 
1 understand the plantations but good enough. 

My understanding is that the Kings of Scotland were to weak to raise a standing army 
for the defence of the border. They relied on strong lairds locally to do this for them. 
Unpaid uncontrolled lairds do as they please. Cattle raiding in the late 16 th century on 
the English Scottish border was rife The raiders were known as the border rievers. It 
was cattle theft on a grand scale in both directions but more so by the Scottish Lairds 
raiding the rather more prosperous English. When James the 1 st (6 th ) took the throne 
of England he had the problem of his Border earls raiding Iris new country England 
and England was the more wealthy and powerful nation and the English land owners 
were demanding an end to the raiding. James was still having problems with the 
Catholic Irish. By confiscating their estates and giving them to his Scottish border 
Earls and demanding that they lived in the estates he solved two problems he had a 
policing force to control Ireland and he removed a problem from the borders of 
England and Scotland. Because the lairds were required to take their men at arms their 


-7- 

































families and retainers with them so putting a well armed war like group of people into 
the troublesome province of Ulster. The Plantations. Politically clever but the cause of 
untold friction ever since. 

The Cheshire link 

Mums mothers Family are the Craw leys 

Known the Crawleys were Catholic. 

I carried out a search on Hannah Crawley in the 1901 census and identified members 
of the family checking that there was a Catherine as one of Hannah's siblings was 
Mums Aunty Kate where do they live Birkenhead can I trace them back yes from this 
I was able to identify Kate and Hannah’s Dad and step back 20 years and identify 
their grandparents house hold effectively taking us back to the 1830's 
Kate and Hannah’s dad was a Carter for a contractor. I am not to sure what this means 
but it sounds as if he was effectively a lorry driver. But his lorry was a horse and cart. 
Kate and Hannah had three brothers who I was not aware of. 1 was aware of Kate and 
her daughters but not of John William and Daniel. 

To William and Mary Ellen 


Hannah 

bom 

1890 married John Irvine 

William 

Bom 

1888 


Daniel 

Bom 

1887 


Catherine (Kate) 

Born 

1886 


John 

Born 

1885 


To John and Elizabeth both bom in 

Ireland 

John 

bom 

1833 

Armagh. Ag Lab sometime milk man. 

Elizabeth 

Born 1835 

Ireland Did she know where in Ireland. 

William 

born 

1858 

in Birkenhead Gen Lab Carter to contractor. 

Daniel 

Bom 

1861 

Carpenter and Joiner.- 

James 

bom 

1863 


John 

bom 

1865 


Joseph 

Bom 

1868 


Thomas 

Bom 

1970 


Arthur 

Bom 

1973 


Robert 

Bom 

1875 


Mary 

Bom 

1879 The Baby and only surviving Girl 


It looks as if John and Elizabeth moved from Ireland in the 1840s to 1850s question 
why probably the impact of potato famine which hit Ireland much harder than the rest 
of the UK where there were other options to working on the land so emigration was 
not such an important option. However mechanisation resulted in all rural areas to be 
in turmoil for many decades of the late 19 th and early 20 centuries forcing people 
away from the land and into industry 

I ran a search on John in the 1901 census and he is at home wi th 2 of the boys and 
daughter Mary aged 22 along with 3 gran children much to old to be Mary’s 22 year 
old Mary is mum to a 14 year old and a couple of others over 8 Uncle Dan a 
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Carpenter and Joiner and an other brother and the grand old man are working to keep 
them, it could have been a crabby house hold but they were doing what they could to 
keep the kids from the Work house and 1 have a feeling that it might have been quite a 
joyous place. With Mary occasionally demanding the right to go to a dance with 
Uncle Dan grumbling into his tea and the old man pretending to sleep. The Children 
keeping their activities as secret as possible from the adults. I wonder how Mary- 
ended up as the baby of the family and the only girl she would have been spoiled 
rotten. Then having to become mum to children not much younger than she was 
would have been very traumatic. 


Putting the family into historical context. 

th 

16 century the plantations 

the 17 th century The Hanoverians the Jacob it rebellions Subjugation of Scotland and 
the battles for Ireland. 

The 19 th century was a time of change between the 1790s and 1840 the population 
increased by 40%. General improvements in health and child survival through out the 
19 l ' century. Increasing life expectancy. 

The com laws were repealed in 1839. 

Railway development was at its greatest 1840 to 1880. This made the migration of 
people round the country much easier. George Taylor moving to county Durham to 
work in the coke works. John and Elizabeth Crawley moving from Ireland to The 
Wirral after the potato famine. 

The Irish potato famine was at its worst in the 1840s this would have had a definite 
impact on the Crawleys. Both bom in the 1830’s It probably contributed to Tommy 
and Charlie Irvin coming to Barrow. 

The mechanisation ol Farming in the late 19 ,h century further pushing the agricultural 
workers into the towns. John and Robert Taylor moving to work in London to sell 
eggs and butter for the fledgling Sainsbury’s in the 1890s to 1900s 

It is obvious that people had a basic education many could read write and do basic 
arithmetic but their access to books was probably limited to the bible prayer book and 
perhaps as people became more prosperous a copy of Dickens or Shakespeare. Or the 
so called penny dreadful Those in towns may have had access to the mechanics 
institute and libraries E.g. Boots This was one of the things that enabled Boots to 
become a power in the land and many chemists copied the constitution of Boots so 
they also can run libraries. 

Their were vast numbers of young females working in Domestic service. 
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There were fewer men in domestic service as a licence was required for a male 
domestic servant. But outside all work was heavy manual labour a man was 
dispensable the horse was a valuable asset. So men went where you would not send a 
horse. 

The death rate was high 

Young people dying. Child birth Accidents illness. 

TB Typhoid and cholera are diseases of Poverty. Then as now. 

Typhoid and cholera are water bom. Bacteria from human excrement getting into the 
water supply. They are illnesses of poor public hygiene. 

TB is due in the main to overcrowding and spreading person to person, but someone 
can have TB for many years before it kills or disables them. They may however be 
infectious. 

1850’s Crimear Indian revolt. Young men needed for the forces . 

1860s American civil war. Impact on the cotton workers in Lane’s. The Heaps moved 
to Barrow between 1861 and 1871 The time of the cotton Famine. They were 
searching for work. 

1870s Steam being used to propel ships Trains move wagons and to power mills and 
Farms .Massive increases in the manufacture of steam driven machinery. Making men 
redundant. 

1880s to 1890s Imperial wars in Africa. Boar war Zulu war the Sudan. Etc. Lots of 
Farm Lads needed to fight these. They were relatively strong and fit unlike many of 
the people from the towns who living in close proximity and had health problems. 
Once wars were over there was rapid reduction s in the size of the armies. And the 
soldiers were not satisfied to go back to the farm and the farms did not want them 
there was no work on the land They had to move to the Towns. 

Migrations to Canada India empire and Australia and the towns and cities. Was 
essential for their development and to provide work for the excess population. 

Out standing questions 

What happened to them 1914-1918? 

What happened to Mary Crawley 

In conclusion 

Have I answered all questions? No. 

Should I? yes be obsessive. 

I have found Hard working decent people I am be very proud of for their efforts to 
keep family together to support children and Grand children and Try to earn a honest 
living. Any slips on the way have to be forgiven. I know the odd pheasant and rabbit 
ended in the pot there are parts of the family where I know they still do. 

All lines have supported Children when problems have occurred Jane Heaps was a 
great collector of wafes and strays. John and his daughter Mary Crawly have all taken 
in Grand children in need at limes when they would have struggled to bring up 
children due to their age and declining earning potential. Particularly as they had 
frequently completed their families when in their mid forties. 

I think they were basically very decent people. You do not name your children after 
bad tempered crabby people. Many names go round and round. 1 know that her 
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mother when making Pams middle name Jane knew exactly what she was doing. Just 
as 1 believe I was probably named after Uncle Bob Taylor who was close to Agnes 
My grandmother on my fathers side of the family and who my father knew well. Mum 
also had a great uncle Bob. 

It looks like the classic compromise we aim for the best we can do for all. Lots of give 
and take. The same things that make the world go round today. Made it »o round in 
the 19 th Century 
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